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Connecting to the Audio Conference 
Join Zoom Meeting by clicking Zoom Meeting 

link & launching the Zoom application 

An audio conference box will appear

If you do not see the box click the ΨWƻƛƴ 

!ǳŘƛƻΩ ōǳǘǘƻƴ

From the audio conference box: Select to 

άtƘƻƴŜ /ŀƭƭέ or ά/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ !ǳŘƛƻέ 

If using the phone: 

Řƛŀƭ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ά5ƛŀƭέ

You will be prompted to enter the 

άaŜŜǘƛƴƎ L5έ 

Then you will be prompted to enter the 

άtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ L5έ



Ways to Participate: Chat

After you click the ôChatõ 

button, a sidebar will 

appear where you can chat 

to all participants

At the bottom of 

the Zoom 

window, you will 

see a ôChatõ 

button 

Chat here to 

everyone!



Partnering for Improved Birth Outcomes
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) Better Maternal 
Outcomes Initiative and the National Network of Perinatal Quality 
Collaboratives (NNPQC), coordinated by NICHQ,arepartnering to 
provide participants with a valuable set of webinars on health equity, 
respectful care and other critical maternal health topics. This 
partnership recognizes the shared commitment of these two initiatives 
to improve hospitals and health systems by elevating and spreading 
evidence-based efforts and examples of improvement from across the 
country so that families experience better birth outcomes. By bringing 
all participants together to engage in shared learning, the NNPQC and 
the Better Maternal Outcomes Initiative will encourage collaboration 
and innovation among teams with a shared mission, and ultimately 
accelerate national improvement. 



The IHI Better Maternal Outcomes 

Initiative aims to reduce maternal 

morbidity and mortality by supporting 

national efforts to implement reliable 

evidence-based care for women and 

newborns around the time of birth, and 

by facilitating locally driven, co-

designed rapid improvements in four 

communities, targeting the interface of 

health care delivery, the experience of 

birthers, and community support 

systems.

The National Network of Perinatal 

Quality Collaboratives (NNPQC), 

coordinated by NICHQ, supports the 

development and enhances the ability of 

state perinatal quality collaboratives to 

make measurable improvements in 

statewide maternal and infant healthcare 

and health outcomes by providing 

resources and expertise to nationwide 

state-based perinatal quality 

collaboratives (PQCs).

Partnering for Improved Birth Outcomes



Welcome from CDC

Tiffany Colarusso, MD, MPH
Lead, Perinatal & Infant Health Team
Acting Senior Scientist
Maternal and Infant Health Branch, Division of Reproductive Health
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Carey Eppes, MD, MPHis a maternal fetal medicine physician at 
Baylor College of Medicine and is the Chief of Obstetrics and 
Maternal Medical Director at Ben Taub Hospital and co-director of 
the high-risk obstetrics infectious disease clinic.She attended 
medical school at the University of Texas Health Science Center, 
San Antonio, residency at Johns Hopkins Hospital, and received 
both her Masters in Public Health and maternal fetal medicine 
fellowship training from Northwestern University.Her clinical and 
research focus is on infectious diseases during pregnancy, 
obstetrical quality and safety and substance use disorder. In Texas, 
she is currently the Chair of the Texas Collaborative for Healthy 
Moms and Babies (the state PQC), and the medical director for 
TexasAIM. She has been the ACOG district XI patient safety and 
quality improvement chair for the past 4 years.She lives in 
Houston with her husband and 2 daughters (7 and 10 years old).



Catherine Eppes, MD, MPH
Chair, TCHMB 
Texas AIM Medical Director

March 30, 2021

The Perinatal Quality Collaborative for Texas



Å 224 Delivery Hospitals
Åнн άǇŜǊƛƴŀǘŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎέ
Å 5 AIM Cohort (219 Hospitals)
Å Legislatively mandated 

maternal and neonatal levels of 
care

Texas Collaborative for 
Healthy Mothers and Babies  
TCHMB



TCHMB and TexasAIMInitiatives at 
the time of the pandemic 

ÅAIM PPH Bundle 
Å4/5 Implemented 
Å219 hospitals (99%) participating 
ÅSignificant improvement in process, structure measures 
ÅTentative reduction in SMM (15%)

ÅTCHMB MEWS project 
ÅAll AIM hospitals
ÅFocused support for 15 hospitals

ÅRAC/PCR system with well developed pediatric infrastructure



Impact of COVID-19
TCHMB Annual Summit 

2021



Objectives

ÅReview obstetric considerations related to 
COVID-19

ÅGain insights related to lessons learned 
during the pandemic that can be used for 
future infectious disease events
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Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women

Who needs 
testing?
When should 
testing occur?



Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women
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ID High rates of 
asymptomatic 
positivity in pregnancy

Obstetric staff have a 
high rate of exposure 
and transmission

Do Pregnant women 
have a higher chance 
of illness severity?



Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women
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Universal testing 
maybe Indicated in 
some settings

Sutton et al. Universal Screening for SARS-CoV-2 in Women Admitted for Delivery. N EnglJ Med 2020; 382:2163-2164
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Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women

ÅAlmost 100% of Texas 
L&D Hospitals do 
universal screening on 
L&D
ÅMany are still challenged 

with access to timely 
COVID testing

Source: DSHS COVID Dashboard: 
https:// txdshs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/ index.html#/ed4
83ecd702b4298ab01e8b9cafc8b83



P
re

 o
r 

E
a

rl
y-C

O
V

ID

¢
ƻ
Ř
ŀ
ȅ
Ω
ǎ
 
/
h
±
L
5

F
u

tu
re

 P
a

n
d

e
m

ic
s

Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women

ÅPregnant women should be a 
prioritized population for testing
ÅL&D is a unique environment with 

high risk of exposures
ÅAccess to testing is critical to 

diagnosis
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Illness Severity and Management 
of COVID-19 in Pregnant women

Å Do pregnant 
women have an 
increased risk of 
illness severity?

Å Is there a risk of 
vertical 
transmission of 
COVID?

Å What strategies 
can mitigate risk?
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Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women

ÅPregnant women 
have an increased 
risk of illness 
severity (ICU 
admissions, 
mechanical 
ventilation)

Ellington. Characteristics of Women of Reproductive Age 
with Laboratory-Confirmed SARS-CoV-2 Infection by 
Pregnancy Status τUnited States, January 22ςJune 7, 2020
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Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women

ÅPregnant 
women do not 
have an 
increased risk 
of illness 
severity

Adhikari et al. Pregnancy Outcomes Among Women With and 
Without Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2 
Infection.  JAMA 2020



LokkenEM, et al. Am J Obstet
Gynecol.2021;doi:10.1016/j.ajog.2020.12.1221.
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ÅPregnant women 
have an increased 
risk of illness 
severity (ICU 
admissions, 
mechanical 
ventilation)

Detection of COVID-19 for Pregnant women



COVID 
Health 

Disparities

Race/Ethnicity

Social Distancing -

food

Transportation/Work 

From Home

Medical co -

morbidities

Social distancing ð

housing

Social 

Distancing ð

employment & 

education

JAMA May 2020: (1) Yancy. COVID -19 and African Americans. (2)  Webb -Hooper.  COVID -19 Racial and Ethnic Disparities. (3) William s et 
al. COVID -19 and Health Equity �³ �$���1�H�Z���.�L�Q�G���R�I���´�+�H�U�G���,�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�µ


